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 “How many points is this worth?” 

 “How long does this paper need to be?” 

 “What do we need to know for this test?” 









meaning-seekers 





How many do not actually like school? 



How many do not actually like school? 
 
 
 

              over half raise their hands 



How many do not like learning? 
 



How many do not like learning? 
 
 
 

                             no hands 
 















There's something in the air ... 





toward ... 

 Ubiquitous computing 

 Ubiquitous communication 

 Ubiquitous information 

 At unlimited speed 

 About everything 

 Everywhere 

 From anywhere 

 On all kinds of devices 



which makes it “ridiculously easy” to  

 Connect 

 Organize 

 Share 

 Collect 

 Collaborate 

 Publish 





from knowledgeable 



from knowledgeable to knowledge-able 















































Media are not just tools. 



Media are not just means of communication. 



Media mediate relationships 



Media              
change 



Media               relationships            
change             change 







the conversations 
of our culture 
happen here 



the conversations 
are controlled by few 



the conversations 
are controlled by few 

and designed 
 for the masses 



the conversations 
are always entertaining 



the conversations 
are always entertaining 
(even the serious ones)  



the conversations 
are punctuated by 

30 second commercials 



the conversations 
create our culture 



the conversations 
create our culture 

of irrelevance 
incoherence 

and impotence 



It's a one-way 
conversation 



You have to be on TV 
to have a voice 



You have to be on TV 
to be significant 







the search for identity and recognition 







 

  need “critical thinking” 



If the conversations of our culture 
now happen here ... 



If the conversations of our culture 
now happen here ... 

 

  need “information literacy” 











“User-Generated Content” 





User-Generated Content 
 
User-Generated Filtering 



User-Generated Content 
 
User-Generated Filtering 



User-Generated Content 
 
User-Generated Filtering 











User-Generated Content 
 
User-Generated Filtering 
 
User-Generated Organization 





User-Generated Content 
 
User-Generated Filtering 
 
User-Generated Organization 
 
User-Generated Distribution 









$1,000,000.00 









$12.79 





$2,600,000.00 



$2,600,012.79 



$0.00 









User-Generated Content 
 
User-Generated Filtering 
 
User-Generated Organization 
 
User-Generated Distribution 
 
User-Generated Ratings 

































If the conversations of our culture 
now happen here ... 



If the conversations of our culture 
now happen here ... 

 

  not a one-way conversation 





If the conversations of our culture 
now happen here ... 

 

  beyond “information literacy” 



weforum.org 



we-forum.org 





we-forum.org 





 



“the social imagination” 

 - Maxine Greene 
 



“the social imagination” 

“the capacity to invent visions of what should be 
and could be in our deficient society” 

 - Maxine Greene 
 



move from  

“information literacy” 
 



move from  

“information literacy” 
to  

“meta-media fluency”  
 



move from  

“information literacy” 
to  

“meta-media fluency”  
to 

“Digital Citizenship” 
 - Gardner Campbell 





Freedom 



Freedom Control 



Community 



Community Isolation 



Participation 



Participation Distraction 





This is what we make of it. 







What these walls say ... 

 To learn is to acquire information 

 Information is scarce 

 Trust authority for good information 

 Authorized information is beyond discussion 

 Obey the authority 

 Follow along 















 









Knowledge-ability 



Knowledge-ability 



Knowledge-ability 



Knowledge-ability 



Knowledge-ability 





 
 







If the conversations of our culture 
now happen here ... 





 













CC By-NC  
Flickr User: 
Roadside Pictures 





CC By-NC  
Flickr User: 
yuan2003 



CC By-NC  
Flickr User: 
Crawfish Pie 





Flickr cc by-sa Lars Plougmann 



Flickr cc by kthypryn  



Flickr cc by kthypryn  

“The Capsular Civilization” 
                        - Lieven De Cauter 



 



 

“We are the most addicted, medicated, 
obese, in debt, and busy adult cohort 
in human history …  



“We are numbing ourselves …” 



“and you cannot numb emotions selectively.” 



“and you cannot numb emotions selectively.” 

- Brene Brown 





 To learn is to acquire information 

 Information is scarce 

 Trust authority for good information 

 Authorized information is beyond discussion 

 Obey the authority 

 Follow along 



How do we change the message? 



Technology (alone) is not the answer. 



786,432 points of light 

























from knowledgeable 



from knowledgeable to knowledge-able 



knowledge-ability 



knowledge-ability 
is a practice. 





+ 



+ + 















Parker Palmer 
The Courage to Teach 



Parker Palmer 
The Courage to Teach 













“a phenomenon”    - David Byrne, New York Times  
 
“a mind-blowing argument ... YouTube will never look the same.”  
                                                                 - CJ Janovy, Kansas City Pitch 





























“Why?” 





















“What do we need to know for this test?” 





by michael wesch 
assistant professor of cultural anthropology  

Kansas State University 

 
more information, including  

videos viewed over 18 million times 
and translated in over 18 languages ... 

 

mediatedcultures.net 



Final Exam: “Why am I here?” 






